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alone in his
offiee, his hands
crossed on his
knees, and an
anxious look in
his eyes. His
affice was hard-
Iy eomfortable.

he floor waa
bare, save for a
zouple of cheap
mats., The pa-
per was dingy, and guiltless of any
adornment in the way of pictures, ax-
cepting only his diploma, which was
. incased in a heavy gilt frmme. A
desk, a book-cnse partly dlled, an old-
fashioned sofs, and = few stuifed
chuirs, were the only other articles of
furnitare.

Doctor Clinton was a young msan,
and would have been hindsome in
different surroundings. He had been
in his present ofice for two months,
and a4 vet had only bhen calied ton
¢hild with the wuooping‘-cough whose
parents were too poor to give him |
anything more than thanks; and their
blessing, for hi= services Hes had
pawnad the least valunble of his sar-
gical instriments aftsr spending all
his means, he was in arrears for board
and the laudiady hid ‘ust given him
notice to puy up or vacate his rooms.

Suddenly ha
changed exprossion. Tha bell had
rung, and who but & patient could
bhave Tung it?
and the sweet voice of a lady asked:

“Are you Doctor Clinton?” J

*"Yes, madame. Please walk in and
be seated,” said the doctor, a feint
ghade of nervousness miogling with
his polite roply.

She was exceedingly fair, with large
brown ayves, and raddish golden hair,
Her dress was rich and her appearance
was that of a Jady.

“I want you to ¢all and see my fath-
er,” she syid.

*This evening?" askad the doctor,

“Well—no,"” sha amswerad, hesitat-
fng s little. “Toemorsow will be bet-
ter; but [ must teil yvou beforehand,
it Is an odd case, and a bad one. But
if you suecgeed In relieving him, you
have only to name your fee.”

“What is the vrouoi=?" asked the
doctor.

“Well, he is a hypocondriac,™ said
the lady siowly, and it seemed onwil-
Hugly. *““He bas a strange hallucina-
tion, and if he is oot gured it will end
in his death.™

“You lhmve comsulted other physi-
cians?" he ‘ashod.

“Sevaral of tham,'" aha said, a Tittle
flarried. “Some of the best in tha
vity, They had no—no—tact. They
enly argoed with him, aund—and—did
nothing ™

There was
the way she he
ef words.

““You think he shoald be humored?'™
psked the doctor.

““Yes,” she cried, her face Slling
with n wonderously bright exprassion.
“You Have caught my idea. Oh, sir,
do you think you can cura bim?™

wmething chorming in
sitated over her choica

“T will do all T wiun™ the doctor
gravely said, ~What is his halluniea-
tion”

“It is councverning his food,” she

suid, the plyusucy dying out of her
face, “That is. to be exact, it is
nbout what s given him to drink.
For days, somstimes, nothing liguid
passes his lipe ™

“He fancies it is poisoned?”

“Worse thun that™ ¢ried his lovely
wisitor., “‘He thinks it is filled with
the finest noedles.™

**But he has rational intervals?”

““Yes, thack heaven!” she said, with
sweat fervor. ‘‘Hiss bhe wonld havs
Leen io his grave ere thia™

The doctor sat silent and thought-
ful for & few moments; then he =aid:

“Give me the nddress, please. I'11
ecall to-morrow.”

She drew a card from her purse, oa
which was her name:

Mrss HRADEY,
No — Walnut street, Phailedalphia

TOU MAY GO

They had reached the doorstep.

»*Only vae thing more, Miss Brad-
ev,"” said ne *“It msv oot bas best
for ma o call upon your father asa
physician?”

“Why not? she nsked, in surpriss.

“Becanss he may be prejudiced.
You see much will depend upon adroit-
ness, It would be better i1 ecounld
call upon some pretended business.™

She panred s moment in thought
Then she eaid: **He owns houses on
Chestnnt street. Could yon not come
to see about renting or buying one of
them?" '

“That Is the very thing. It will
sarye my purpose. And, Miss Brad-
ley, when [ coms to-maorrow, you will
nal be surprised at anythiog I may do.
Plensea to wat < me clbnely, and follow

my lead™
*1 thiak 1| understand,” she said

simply. “UGood evering, sir”

tooked up with a |

He openad the door :

At length, when he had thoroughiy
glectrified the blade, he replaced itin
his pocket, and taking his hat started
to make his first professioval cail: his

very Hrsk, save Eie one to the child
wﬁhm whooplng cough ©On ths way
to Mr. Bﬂd&f‘ residence, he stapped
long enough to purchase s‘gaper of
ury fine cambric needles hen he
| srrived at his destination he was
shown to the library., where heo
found Mr. Bradey. Miss Bradey had
been sedted in one of the deep by win-
dows, and now, ss the doctor’s earoest
tones fell upon her sar, she laid aside
her book and sat an interestad lis-
tener.

“Might I trouble you for a drinlk of

water?™ suddenly asked the physician,

Miss Bradey murmured an indise

tinot “yes,” left the room and ro-

turned almost immedintely with the
| desired glass of water,which the phy-
siclan accepted with a bow.

He raised the glass to his lips, and
| them & look of intense astonishizcnt

cxme into his face.
| down. glared at Miss Bragey an in-
stant,pulled savagely at his mustache,
and then faced his host

"What s the matter,sir?” asked Mr.
| Bradey.

“Mutter,” echoed the doctor, angri-
ly, “‘this water is full of noedles!
Numbers of them! the water is full of
them! Don’t you see them’™

**Needles!” shoutsd Mr. Braday, ex-
citedly., *“*Noedles! Whaet did I tell
you, Kate,”

“But I see no needles,” shie sald
| YOh, you ses no needles " sarcastios
ally rejoined the doctor. ““Mr. Bradsy,
what do yoa say? Do you sees any
needles?”

“Yom are right,” declared Mr. Bra-
dey, *I see them plainiy with the
| ouked eye, and my sight is poor, too

| But you can't convinee her, sir! She
can't see them.
| “Maybe 1 can convinecs hsr," sald

| the doetor.
He took out his kaife, and opanesd it.
| Then he thrust the magnetized blade
into the watar, and when be wilh-
| drew it a number of fine Deesdles
| elung to ity which he, unohserved, bhad
| dropped into the giass

i “But you do not seem surprissid”
i the doctor said,turning to Mr. Bradey,
“No,™ responided he; grimily. *Itis

| not & mew experiencs to me. For
months I have found them in =very-
thing offerad me 1o drink I
bave watched in vain to see who puts

them in the bevsrage pregented o

me, but I ean’t 8nd oat. ¥ou are the
only person who has ever been able
to get them out, or to see Lthem, and [
shall always be grateful to voua for
having shown them to my dauvghtoer,
{ Now she will believe that soine one is
making an attempt upon my life”
YOm my life, sir, this time.” said the

“*Buat tivis 5 horrible. and
Who slled

physician.
ought to be investigated
this pluss?"

“Thomas," raplied Miss Bradey

*Plense sammon him toebme here

In answer to Miss Bradey's touch of
the bell-rope.s rather stupid-looking
mulatto appeared.

“Did you fill this glass with water?”
asked the phy a2, sharply.

*“¥Yes, sah,” wered the servant,
staring at Doete.: Clinton, aad then at
Mr. Bradey.

“Why did you pat nesdles into j1y"
continued the doctor.

“Law', massa, I no
nesdles in it. That's s notiou of Mr
' Bradey’s, suh. Dey aio't no needles
in dsh, sah,” soswer=sd the darky,
with n grim

““No needles here?™" said the doctor.

nevar put

“What do you ¢all these”" and spain
the blade of his knife was plunged
into the water, and, 85 before, came

up with guantities of needles adber-
ing to it

““Before de Lord. suh, ‘deesd | neber
put no needles in that glass "Deed,
sah, dey mus' & bin in de cooler, be-
cause I neber seed "em aforas.”

“You may go,” said the doctor, glar
ing flercely 2t the man who lefs the
room in a complate state of mvatifice-
tion. "Wow, sir,” continued 1he doe-
tor, ‘*Thig matter seems to be settied.
This man must either be crazy ora

to get rid of him at once.™

“1'1l do =so, sir, immediataly. Kata
go and discharge bim this moment [
won't hava the wretch here any
longer.® Then turning to his guesy,
Mr.. Bradey added: “You have laid
me under en eternal debt. ['ve no
donbt but for vom this man would
bhave succaeded, sventusally, in killing
me.”

Miss Kate sccompanied the doctor
to the door. He read her ecager eves
aright even before her lips opened,
and sald in reply to the guestion sha
wasabonut toask: ‘Ithink he is cured.”

“You really think that?"’ she said,
oh, so engerly.

“Yes,” smiled the doctor.
1y think it."

“Well, we must wait and se=."' said
Miss Bradey. ‘“Your idea wss splen-
did, both in plan and execution. You
will please call in? And, mean-
time, sceept thisasa preliminary fee

*“*Thank vou,” he said, as he took
the roil of bills she pressed into his
hana. *One thing more. Miss Hrader.
If I was hard upon Thomas, in baving
him dismissed {rom his place, can you
malce it up to hira by procurinog him
snother situstion? You ses | was
obliged to have surno object to mutack.
Else my stra would not Lave
succeeded. Wil yuu explain him
and sce him righted?"”

“Yes. I will try,” she snswere 1.

The doctor bowed, and then burried
back to his office. He paid vp the
debts which most avaored bhim. asd
falt Hke another mun. At the ond of
A weelk he réceived saother fee from
his falr benefnclross,

“There is a3 tide In the affairs of

*“I real-

to

men, whichs taken at the flood. icads
on to fortone.” Well, this was 1lint
tide, and Jt bronght good fortune to

our ducfor. Patients eame, 5 practics
was gt length astablished, and as the
crowsing stroke, Dame Fortupe de-
érewd him the lovely Kate as Li= wife,
with the full and a2 consent of the
reformed hypocondrise, Mo, Bradey.

fool. At any rate, your best planis |

WHICH IS LEAST EXPECTED.

A Man Tells How It Feels to Reselve a 8ids
Stroke From Nuture's Eleotrieo Battery.
The Lightning Rods Decadence—Some
Sample Froaks,

“Do you kmow how it fesels to be
struck by lightying?"’
This question was propounded to me
by a friend during ono of the eerlisst
thunderstorms of
. _ the semson and
' Mnttarhm un-
usunlly heavy
crash, almost im-
madilia.ly fol-
lowing a blind-
ing flash. Of
course I replied
in the negative,
and my friend re-

“*Well, T do—
that is, I know
how it feels to re-
ceive a pars of a
gtroke, quite as
muchas I care to
gei—a  sgork of
playful pat, so to
gpeak. He who
receivea tha full
force of a light-
ning stroke
knows mnothing,
feels mnothing.
Even if he be not
killed, he is ren-
dered nneocon-
spions, But tha
gen=ation of e

| egiving a partial
gfroke i most
It

THE MARKED MONDU-
MENT.
that yon do not care
the second Hima,
“It wns when I was bot a lad that I
folt the lightniug's forvs. I was living
at home with 1y parents in a little

singular, is
eomething, toq,
to experience for

country willage. The day was warm,
no-one was in the hoose butmwvself, and
I was sifting by an open window read-

ing tho *0Oid Ceriosity Bhop' If yom
are familiar with Dickens, yoa are
nware that he dslighted to portray

sturms, and that his pen wasrarely more
graphic than when he depicted their tar-
moit. I had z¢ached this passage: “‘Largae
drops of min scon began to fall, and as
the starmelowds came sailing onward
athers supplied the void they left be-
hind and spread over all the sky. There
was beard the low rombEng of distant
thunder., Then the lightaning quivered,
and then the darkoess of an hour seem-
ed to have gathered in an instant. '
Wit immediately folivwed my read-
ing of these words must have driven
them inlo my memory, for T have not
yet forgotten them, though I do not re-
member 1u what part of the stgry the
passage occurs. The scens described
by the novelist seeined to have been
daplicated right there, for huge drops
of rain began to flash in at the open
window, clouds went scurrying across
the blue smmmer sky, and ‘the darknesa
of an hour seemed to have gathered in
an instant ' Then there came an
ful noive, Fuch as I hope never to hear
again, and at exnctly the same moment
& light far traoscending that of the
noonday san. Then I was tonscious
uf utter, black darkmess, snch as I had
never experienoced befors, and a silence
more profound then that of the most
ubsolute solitnde 1 tried to cry ont
bat I conld not. T tried t0 riese, but 1
was powerless. 1 was net nneonscious,
but I conld neither hear, ses nor move.

aw- I

1 could not even feel, but I could think |

very olearly.

‘*1 kpew at once that I had been
siruck. Iwas in no pain whatever, and
as [ had found that I was anable to help
myself I soom ceased making any efort.
After a little space my sense of touch
returned eslowly and with a sort of
pricking feeling. Then a faint light was
visible; then the power of motion came
back gradually and with some pain, In
half an bhour my faculties had all re-
turnaed, but I felt weak and digzv, A fine,
guniet spummeér rain was falling, and
when I was well enough to go sbout I
put on my bhat and went out to ssek for
traces of the potent stroke that had so
nearly done for me. I had not far to
look. The bolt had struck the peak of
the roof of the barn, which stood some

mmmm
200 or 300 fest back of the house. The
building had not been fired, but it was

protty effectuaily shattered.  Splinters
of pine were torn from the weather-
boarding of all lengths, from 2 or 8
inches to 5 or 6 feet, and of all sizes,
from that of wrapping yarmn to that of a
thick Jead pencil. One of the largest
splinters had been thrown feom the barn
cloar across the yvard into the highway,
The giass in the barn windows had been
splintered into long, threadlike spines,
anii thes whole sbruciure was &0 mucn
of a wrock thiag it cost a pretty penny to
put it in repair. It was forfunate thas
thera was no live stock in the barn.  If
there had been, it must have been killad
by the stroke. Na ' said my friend in
ccnclasion, *'theres was no lightning rod
on the baro, and the storm was followsd
by » perfect hoard of agents, who talked

neir wares o my father Gill be was
ovearly siok and Goaslly booghs o set of

house
struck

So far as my own observation goes,
the hightoing Mugano does nob maks
himaltd- nearly 80 numerous as ho
once dis Certainly the percentage of
buildings w‘iﬂﬂmt the surmounting
points is much larger than formerly.

Dresd of thunderstorms is to many
persons & most horrible thing. I know
a man of the ooclest temperament, a
man who has exhibited geunine courage
on more than one occasion of real peril,
who will leave his desk when a thunder-
storm comes up and walk up and down
his office, wringing his hands and mak-
ing a nuisance of himself generally. He
gays he cannot control his fears, and
that is donbtless true, for he is keenly
sensible to the ridicnlonsness of the fig-
ore he cuts. His doctor says that ths
man's physical system is probably affect-
ed deleteriously by the slectrical condi-
fions of the atmosphere during a thun-
derstorm, and that he is quits incapable
of remaining guiet during its continn-
ADCa.

There is one class of men and women
who have a diglike for thunderstorms
that is based upon experiences that ars
g0 defipite and so disagreeable that it is
not sarprising that they have producod
this result. They are the telephone and
telegraph operators, and the stories they
gometimes tell each other of streaks and
giobes of blua and green and red fire
running along and skipping off the wires
are soch as to sometimes arouse scoff-
ings on the part of ths incredxlouns
Those who know the most abont light-
ning harnessed by means of wires and
unhnarnessed and purseing its frec conrse
in the gky and srong the the elouds,
it is worthy of note, area not likely to
scofif at any story that is told of the
lightning. It i8 aenrious thing, though,
that, although there is no doubt of the
existence of what appear to the ohsarver
to be balls of fire attendant npon than-
derstorms, no one has ever succeeded
in gefting a photograph of such s dis
piay, while many plates showing forms
of electrical phencmena not visible to
the eve booause of the rapidity with
which the electric fluid takes its course
have been developed.

Here are a fow of the may curious
recsults of lightning =strokes that have
been recorded within the past few years:

In 1503 Martin Campbell of Brook-
Iyn was killed by a fiash, and his body
was found to be marked with a ring
about the neck, as if he had been stran-
gled by a hangman's noose, while cu-
riously branching lines rescmbling ths
growth of a plant ran along his chest
Thesa peculiar markings have been not-
ed in more than one instance, and some-

MAREINGS LIKE TREE BRANCHES,
times persons 8o marked have recovered
from the effects of the boltt Bometimes
the lightning strvke will cure diseases,
rhcomatism being the disordar oftenest
endad by this means, amarked instance
‘of this sort being repurted from a mmu-
seum in New York a few years ago,
when the stroke entered the place, skip-
ped three inmates, struck the fourth,
tore bis clothes and left bim {or desd
He recovered in a few days, and to his
Jo¥ his joints that were bafors distorted
with rheumatism were supple and have
since remained so. A monument in s
cemetery in Lancasier, Pa, was sgtrock
by lightning in 1881, The shaft was of
gray granits, but after the stroke it was
all white save for an irregular line ex-
tending its whole lemgth. This line is
desp black in color and appears to be a
coneantration of all the eoloring matter
in the emtire stone, which, by the way,
was left guite sound. In a house in
Rochester the leaden framings of a
stained glass window were melted and
the panes deposited on the floor, while
tha glass of a massive mirror was laid
flat and unharmad on the carpet, though
the frame was gquite destroyed.

It is early yet for the lightning's
freaks this year, but it has already be-
gun in New Jersey. At Bridgeton the
. of Mr. Zacchens Johnston was
late in May. Johnston snd his
wifa were stunned a little, bot a Mra
Porch was rendered senseless for an
hour or two, her babe was burned hor-
ribly, and a gold watch under a pillow
waa melted. Yet nothing about the
honss took fire.

CHARLES APPLEBEER

Peppermint Growing ms a Businsss,
In St. Joseph county, Mich., a farm

soil. The ocultivation of the orop re-

are the bane of the peppermint grower's
existenoe. Two or three crops are gath
ered from each planting. The first and
second crops are the best, and 20 pounds
of wil fto the acre is considered a guod
wield. The third crop is very apt to be
weedy, and the yield only about 10
pounds to the acre.

Vitality of Disease Germa.

As an evidence of ths phenomenal vi-
tality of disease germs, Dr. Koch of
Germany and Drs. Ewart and Cerpenter
of England declare that the blocd of
animals and men dying of contagiona
may be dried and kept for yeurs and
that thiey will then produce the class of
jnfections to 'which they belong, thia
even after having boen pulverized in a
muortar and subjected to the lowest de-
gree of natural apd artificial cold

. times are

year's peach crop east of the Roecky
mountaine will be the poorest im 10

yoars. Estimates that attempt to give,

exnct figures are never to be trusted,
but encogh is Imown of the prospect
thronghout the Delaware, Maryland and
Virginia peninaula to justify the proph-
ecy that this region will produce less
than one-tenth of the normal crop
That is the estimateé of Thomas Budd, a
man who knows the whole peninsnla,
and who has been studying the peach
question for 80 years. Many thousand
trees throughout the 130 miles of the
peninsula pesch belt have been almost
destroyed. The disease called the *‘yel-
lows"’ and the warm wenther of March,
followed by cold and snow in subse-
quent weeks, have brought about the
death of at least nine peach buds out of
ten. The June “‘drop’® has taken an-
other portion of the crop, so that, com-
mercially gpeaking, peaches will be of
small acoount this yoar,

The farms of the late Governor Biggs
and his sons, situated in Kent nnd
Queen Anne connties, Md., from which
batweaen 40,000 and 50,000 baskets of
paeaches were sold -last year, it in estl-
mated will yield this year omly 2,000
or 5,000 baskets. The Biggs' aorchards
were greatly overestimated this time
last yaar. There will be a fow penches
nlong the Chesapeakeo shore of the penin-
suls, but the most sanguine estimmnts
would put the erop at less than 300,000
baskets, and many persons believe that
the peninsula will market leas than one-
dfth ~f that number.

What is true of peaches in {his region
iz equally true of Georgia, the western
shore of Maryland and the northwest
The New Jersey crop is alsomuch light-
er than last vear, and there is no really
important region in the east where there
will be n'considerable cropc The region
about and below Gettysbarg, or what
i known ae the Camberland valley, has
been increasing in importancs as a pench
producing country, but the orop thers
is almost a failure. The few peaches
that the peninsula will send to market
will be of the early varicties, the poor-
est peaches that the region produces,
There will be practically no Jate peaches
frowm this regiom, and there will be no

he)

PENINSULA PEACH REGION.
early peaches from the south. New Jer-
gy minst be the chief dependence of the
east for fresh peaches, and prices will
be high,

The vpeninsuls, which ususlly fur-
pighes the bullk of the cheaper cenned
pesches, will furnish very few this year.
The local canneries hayve almost ceused
to comnete with those of Baltimore and
the west, but she Baltimore canmeries
will be short of material this year, and
the pack will be very small. Luckily
the pack last year was unusually large,
and there isa considsrable stock still on
hand. This will appreciate in valoe, as
properly canned peaches will keep sev-

eral years without loss of fiavor or oth- |

er damage. Should there be a good crop
of peaches next year, the shortmess of
this year's crop will not be so serious a8
matter, so far as the canned fruit goes,
as one might expect.

The indications are that Californis
has a good crop of peaches. This has no
significance so far as the summer and
antumn markets in the east are conoern-
ed. California peaches, east of the Al-
leghanies, are the Inxury of the rich,
and a questionable luxury at that, as
they reach the eastern markets injured
by oold storage and lacking the delight-
ful flavor and texture of the eastern
peach, But California is really the most
important peach packing district in the
world, and the pack there this year will
be large. California preserved peaches
are delightful in flavor and a true lox-
ury. They are beyond the reach of the
poor, but their price next year need
hardly be higher than nsual

So far as the growers in Delaware and
Maryland are concerned, the peach situ-
stion means hsrd times, but not so
great a loss as might be expected, be-
caunse the workingmen of the great
cities, who are the largest consumers of
penches when the froit is plentiful and
good, have mo money to
throw away and would hardly buy
peaches this year at any price. A fair
erop of peaches in the east this year
would haye meant the lowest prices in
a decade and exceedingly small profis

| for the growers.

E. N. VALLANDIGHAM

Conditions of Life In Chiua.

In China listle time is devoted by the
natives to amusement and recreation.
To the poor, who form an immense ma-
jority of the populution, life is a never
ending stroggle against starvation. The
middle ¢lass sre extremely bunsy, bnt
tale life more sasily. Many of the offi-
cinlzs have leisnre time, but those who
are high in office und in favor with the
empercr are sadly overworked.

ONE ARMED, DUT ACUTIVE,

Career of Capisin Urban Woeodbury
dAldate For CGlovernoer of Vermont
Oaptain Urben Andrian YWo
who was recently nominnated for
ermnor of Vermont by the Repuai
is a veteran with a good war
He was born in Aoworth, N
Yeurs ago, but hns been s reside
Vermont ever sinco he wos 2 vour
Ho recaived aregulation American

mon school edneation in Morris
and later was gracduated from the
ical departmunt of the Univers:

Vermont.

At the outbresk of the civi
young Woodbury entered tha so
sergeant in Company H, Second
ment Vermont yolunteers. Two m
after bis enlistment he lost ac
tho thick of the fight at Boll 1
bloody rout, was taken prisoner, -
m‘@d in Omober of the samd YOAY

was discharged from the servico
opant of disability =0 weeks

War bhad already cost him his
right srm, but he was still full
and lees than a year later he was
in the fisld as captain of C
Eleventh regimant, Vermont vulu

TESAN ANDRIAN W
retained his eny

Ho
18565, when he resigund
tarned his swoaril int
apharically epenking

Inmber basines in Burliug
ho is still cogzaged

CUaptaln Woudbury's pol
bezan in 1851 when he s

derman in Burlinger
year he wus chosen e
board of aldrrmeon, and in |
pisd into the mpyvor's chaiy
thoreafter he
givernar of the state.  Hir
of the . A, R, tha Loy
Odd Fellows, Enights of s
Sons of the Aerican |
hae talken: the thirty

the Masonic foninsntis

The Amer Bl T B
The peup' e of Eaiy)
satished their appt
) ponn
000 pariue
GO0, 00r

e v f_-._ '
by local ujiju o
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1\ [=IF2 Altdi

is paused uy an iu
mucond Jiuing ol the g
When this tupe geols in
rumbling scund ur
pund swhen it s eotirel v «

the resuil, dnd unless 1he
be taksn on! and fltis thbe o
normal conditionlesr B W
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